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During the Nazi occupation (1941-1944), Roma in Latvia had been deported and killed in almost all parts of the country, and more than half of Latvian Roma had perished. Today, in free and independent Latvia, relations between ethnic Roma and ethnic Latvians are still difficult, and not free of problems.

In her preface, Ilze Brands Kehre, director of the Latvian Centre for Human Rights and Ethnic Studies, writes that until now there had been no attempt to collect wider information on the situation of Roma in Latvia, and gives two reasons: first, Roma in Latvia are better off than they are in some other East European countries. Second, after re-gaining independence Latvia had to concentrate on solving problems with the Russian-speaking minority. As more than 92% of Roma are Latvian citizens, the situation of Roma as a Latvian minority may seem acceptable, but this contradicts with the available statistics and factual evidence of wide-spread discrimination.  Financed by the Social Integration Foundation, the Soros Foundation Latvia and Open Society Institute Budapest, the research project was especially supported by Romani organization “Ame Roma” in Latvia.

The interested reader will find a detailed and well-organised research study. Starting with the history of Romani minority in Latvia and current demographic data, one can get information about state of education, employment and living conditions of Latvian Roma. The study also includes chapters on Roma relations with the law, and on Roma participation in political and civic activities, and new statistical data. The study proves that although the Roma minority in Latvia is very small (only 8, 204 people in 2000), there is both direct and indirect discrimination against this ethnic group even today. The researchers conclude that the state and the civil society have to face the facts of discrimination against Roma, and to solve problems of Roma integration.

It would be good to initiate equal research projects in other East European countries, and to get wider information about the situation of Roma within the European Union. Thanks to its structure and sources, this study can be taken as a fine example for further research.

