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“We live side-by-side with this nation, we evesjtavere, listen to their music,
we comment, analyse and judge about this nation,
not knowing anything about therd.”

Are there any previous studies?

e In 2006 the study “Manifestations of Intolerancel &romotion of Tolerance
in Latvia” (authors: lize 8imane, Sergejs Kruk$was published. Analysis of
seven major daily newspapers led to the concluiah “In general, neutral
attitude towards all minorities dominates, moreifpges statements have been
dedicated to Roma, whereas negative — to MuslirdsClrechens. With regard
to other groups the discourse of the press is erithearly inclusive, nor
exclusive, the editorial attitude most often is leac. Compared to
representatives of other ethnic groups, Roma aacklpeople are more often
personified, presented as individuals.” It is coxed in the study that
“positive (44%) and neutral (32%) attitude prevarisreflection of Roma”.
Roma are most often examined in the context ofiag6%). With respect to
Roma the traditional practice of describing cultarethe level of individuals
or the habitual prejudices on the group level canobserved. Roma are
mentioned in connection with racism and discrimorat cultural topics and
crime (15, 13 and 10%). Roma are included in Latwaciety (54% of cases —
inclusive discourse). When speaking about Jews, &Rand Chechens, their
origins and status are underscored.

! Jekaterina Kirjuhina, Latvian Centre for Human iR&y and Dainis Krauklis, the head of Association
for Society Integration Alternativas, participatiedselecting and analysing the materials. The ttepor
was prepared as part of the projéBoma of Latvia — between the Past and the Futureth
implementing the campaign of the Council of Eurdipesta! Enough! Go beyond prejudice, meet the
Roma.” The aim of the Council of Europe campaigbosta! Enough! Go beyond prejudice, meet the
Roma” is to create a closer link between Roma amttlRRoma, facilitating understanding and active
participation that would break down obstacles @@dty prejudices and stereotypes. The campaign is
being implemented in all member states of the CibusfcEurope since 2007. Latvia joined this
campaign in 2009. More about the campaidnttp://www.dosta.org/lv/content/eiropas-padomes-
kampa%C5%86-%E2%80%9Edosta-p%C4%81rk%C4%81p-agxhpriiem-iepaz%C4%ABsti-
romus%E2%80%9D-latvij%C4%81

2 Marija Naumovatigani jeb romi iripasa tauta, kas sagigissi savu naziku, 29.08.2013. Accessible:
http://www.diena.lv/diena-tv/izklaide/naumova-ciggeb-romi-ir-ipasa-tauta-kas-saglabajusi-savu-
identitati-14022534

3 Accessiblehttp://cilvektiesibas.org.lv/site/record/docs/202/ 3/neiec_laikr_txt.pdf




e In 2007 the study “Challenge to Civic Participatidmalytical Report on the
Saeima [Parliament] and Media MonitorifgRoma were included as one of
the groups to be analysed. Analysis of the coraésteven newspapers led to
the conclusion that, compared to other minorityups) Roma have been
mentioned in an excluding way only some times @saand that “intolerant
expressions are almost not used with respect toaR{@rcases).

e Froml January to 1 August 2011, the Ombudsman’sd&uconducted a study
with the aim of exploring the way information abdbe Roma community is
reflected in major Latvian newspapers (Diena, LasvAvize, Neatkaga Rita
Avize, newspapersUac”, “Tenerpad”, “Bectu Ceromus”) and Internet
portals (Delfi, TVNET, Apollo). The Ombudsman’s Bau in its research
established that there was relatively little infatron about the Roma
community in mass media and that information al®ama musicians, crime
news, as well as foreign news about Roma prevailed.

What is the aim of the monitoring? Media are used to present information and
opinions. Media content is used to form attitudesdals various societal groups.
Media tell us, what kind of people live around tsw to treat them and what to
expect from them. Even though the mission of madtar alia, is to promote and to
reflect cultural diversity, analysis of media cartteshows that they continue to
promote stereotypes and repeat misconceptions abowg minority groups. Roma is
one among these groups, being frequently presentededia as offenders, thus
reinforcing the negative perception of Roma thatlisady widespread in society.

The aim of the monitoring is to identify the reflienn of Roma in Latvian media,
focusing upon the following issues:
- are the media writing/ showing/ telling about Roimaw frequently;
- the topics that the media most often write/ tethath
- who speaks about these topics and to what exterddimmunity itself has the
possibility to express its opinion;
- what the visual presentation is like and what lohdesignations of the group
are used;
- likewise, comments by the readers of news portaldacused upon, analysing
both the content of comments and appropriatenasthéocontent of a news
item or a publication.

What, where and in when has been analysed?

What? Articles, news items, publications, TV and radioor&s, reflecting
information about the Roma community in Latvia. S@anay be both articles and
TV/ radio stories, dedicated in full to Roma issiiss example, Roma education,
Roma villages, Roma mediators), and publicatiorts Bvi / radio stories mentioning
Roma indirectly, for example, as one of the groulps,problems of which have been
pointed out by international organisations. Articleeflecting events abroad or
situation of the Roma community in foreign courdrizere not included in the
analysis.

4 Accessiblehttp://providus.lv/upload_file/Publikacijas/monitoga__ zinojums 17012008.pdf
5 Information provided by the Ombudsman’s Office.




Where? National and regional newspapeBigna, Neatkaiga Rita Avze, Latvijas
Avize, Vesti, Ventas Balss, Kurzemnieks, Zemgaless Zlatgales Laiks, ejcand
Internet news portaldiena.lv, delfi.lv, tvnet.lv, apollo.tvnet.lv, kasps.lv, Ism.lv,
focus.lv, pilseta24.lv, efcin Latvian and Russian.

TV stories (LTV, LTV 7, LNT, TV3, PBK, regional teVisions) and radio broadcasts
(Latvian Radio, commercial radio stations).

Which period is covered?Analysis of media content covers the years 2018 an
2014. However, some publications of 2015 have beesed upon.
Analysis in numbers:

Source 2013 2014
Articles, news items, 80 78
publications

TV stories 14 18
Radio stories 18 10

What are the topics that media are writing/ narrating about?
In 2013 —2014 three topics were predominantly cédie in media:
1) Issues of Roma educatioli35 publications/ news and 17 TV/radio stories):

- in connection with the proposal made by Ombudsmalarlsons to close
Roma classes at Ventspils Evening Secondary SdmblKuldga Primary
School. Since the initiative pertained to two regibschools, the issue was
particularly extensively reflected in regional medifor example, in
newspaper¥entas BalsandKurzemnieksinternet news portal have mainly
used the materials prepared by news agency asasie for their articles and
reflect the Ombudsman’s position; the regional raednowever, have
analysed the issue more extensivétyer alia, reflecting opinions of local
government institutions, schools and, on some amess also those of
parents;

Examples:

Izverteja ciganu klases klatienée

Mglia Zakahvesha pirsfvis apidiia Veatpili majmiavotail wibilde Femor Mol dospéjanm batdill vienot, k-
= bud suvilos poin rededen potbeko: o), Tapas mpd aesvérm, ke tikbe  (iave Ll ey Vidas-
Paphjuia |0 ned]s Ventspill bijo iermdudts divis TiesBusrEs o, ol lysin, vedob apskn-  nlis way notikuss GAE|, o skoly  mesm Kursse
birojn pirstives, lal ar Ventspils vakors viduskolas vidiba, o skolss 10ip fbtu edegna, bet gan lui raat rhingj-  dislekiem, Koy
Ventsplls domes Lzgliihas parvaldes phrstdvjlem on vech.  wililcien findpimn, filiemnga s, kas nopmseriniiy g romy— fikas Vestspall, 1
kiem pdrrunitu figinn bérnu kopcentridanu stsevidki an Tieafhnga irija pirsive Lai-  plirseivjos, gan sobiodifhas ie- b vaerstpriies hijudi visi tikoangs
s ra Wyt - konmltinie koo resen ur- trglfoty nikame e dabeicki. @
eitu tautihu bernlem j’b segrepicife. s murprticko amieeling  dei_ gan nidhodingdig st

Source: Ventas Balss, 20.03.2014.




MpaBo3alUTHMK: UbIraHCKKWe KNacchl B LWKomnax
HYXHO NUKBMAMPOBaTL

Auconc ofipamnca B Ki Ceila no NPaBam uenoseka U oBLLSCTEEHHLIM A8NaM ©
TPEAROHEHAEM YBRaTS M3 WIKOM LWTAHCANE KNACeh

Source:http://www.kasjauns.lv/ru/novosti/118119/pravozastk-ciganskie-klassi-v-shkolah-nuzhno-
likvidirovatj

Kuldiga slégs etniskas klases

= RAKSTS B3 KOMENTARI (70)

Inguna Spuleniece, Kurzemnieks
2013 gada 27. augusta 10031

Source http://www.tvnet.lv/zinas/regionos/476294-kuldigkegs _etniskas_klases

- reflecting the cycle of discussions organised bg ®hociety Integration
Foundation about Roma education in regions of katim this respect an
article by correspondent Dace Ko&arka of Latvijas Avze should be in
particular highlighted —‘Encouraging not only Roma children, but also
Parents to Learn; which alongside main conclusions of regional asstons
comprised also more extensive information about &@uucation in Latvia
(including the problem of illiteracy) and project organisation “ADRA
Latvija”, as well as “boxes” with facts, commentegaeferences.



Examples:

Meklés risinajumus romu veiksmigakai ieklausanai izglitiba

sdidd it ] = 3
niga cersemonija pasniegs Latvijas Ga

leteikt 5o rakstu u 0 ﬁ o n o 0

27 decembris 2013; 20:19 | Lanvijad JAUNALS PEUGEDT 508 Business

Autori: Vidzemes televizija s
Source: http://www.Ism.Iv/Iv/raksts/latvija/zinas/meklessimajumus-romu-veiksmiigakai-
iekljaushanai-izgliitiba.a73134/

Motivacija macities ir jarod pasu vidu

Nesen mitiku diskusijn par romu kopbenas Integriicijn legh-
TEE un subledsihi, kurd pledalijas dalsde Ventspils iestila
pirstivil, Kultras minktrijas un Latvijus CllvEtiesiba
centra parstilvji, kil arf roma biedrihas Abersaives pricks-
shdtidps. Notikmia i diskusljd lrskontja dodddi vieduk],
taéu visi ir vienispraths - iniciamval jinak no vighen padlen.

Source: Ventas Balss, 13.03.2014.

a Dace Kokarevica 8. aprilis, 2014 | Frhr Ao

Mudina macities ne vien ¢iganu bernus,
bet ar1 vecakus

Source: Dace Kokareta, Mudina nacities ne viertiganu ternus, bet arveakus, [Encouraging not
only Roma children, but also Parents to Learn] 82014., accessibléhttp://www.la.lv/kam-tev-
skola-jastrada-%E2%80%A9/

- pointing to the low level of education (includintiteracy) as one of the
causes of high unemployment level among Roma acidlgwoblems.



Examples:

38 gadu vecuma neprot lasit un audzina bérnus bez
gramatam

neprot lasit un rakstit

letzikt fo rakstu 62

O-m| O

10. seprambyi 143 |

. UN DODIES riq

= UZKIND

Y,
Autori: 4. studijs, LTV raidijums g P MLl
O

Uzsakot skolas gaitas, Skiet passaprotami, ka pirma gramata ir
abece, bet Latvija ir simtiem cilvéku, kuri nekad gramatu nav
turgjusi rokd un nekad nav lasTjusi.

Source http://www.Ism.Iv/Iv/raksts/latvija/zinas/analfaimhs.a97590/

2) Proposal made by N. Rudews, head of the association of Latvian Roma,
to set up special Roma villagegl7 publications/ news items and 8 TV/ radio
stories), which are designated in media publicatias‘Gypsy kolchozsor
‘Gypsy work-villages In these publications media mainly quote thehauof
the idea, heads of some local governments, withmvilms idea has been
discussed, the Ombudsman and experts. Some medi@ po the
Ombudsman’s contradictory position, whavds weeding out of Latvia’'s
schools Roma classes, believing that they fa@litagegregation, division of
children on the basis of ethnic principlebut supports isolation of Roma in
separate villages believing thdbf Roma it is important to keep the life-style
of camping people, of tabors and showing it to blerasociety, which would
decrease negative prejudices against the Roma coityrand would increase
educational and employment opportunities for thenRaommunity’®

& Imants \tksne,Ciganu kolhozi — labi¢iganu skola — sliktiNeatkafga Rita Avize, 11.12.2013,
accessiblehttp://nra.lv/latvija/107675-ciganu-kolhozi-labigginu-skola-slikti.htm




Examples:
Ciganu kolhozi - labi, ¢iganu skola - slikti
u n n WP zromentai B4 Drukdt  [# Raksiiredakdiai

Imants Viksne, 71.decembris 2013, 6:54

SKANDALOZI

Latvijas ciganu biedribas lidera Normunda Rudevica pasakainais
vériens sabiedéjis daudzus kaismigus integracijas idejas : VAKARA ZINAS:
aizstavjus. Astrologf ve_rsija

par Latvuas izlases

Z A 2 Et g puisiem [5]

Kops gada sakuma vins apbraukajis padvaldibas ar rosinajumu veidot
specializétus Ciganu ciematus, kuras vini varétu savrupi no paréjam . B Dots majiens par
Latvijas tautibam dzivot, mactties, stradat, vairot labumus un atraZot - B Midltones nakamas
pasi sevi. Izveidot kaut ko Iidzigu iganu kolhoziem. 3 n@ atvases dzimumu

Sourcehttp://nra. Iv/Iatviia/107675-ciqanu-kolhozi-labinu-skllé-slifgti .htm

Latvija grib izveidot vairakus €iganu
darba ciematus (115)
www. DELFLlv | 9 decembris 2013 08:07

W Follow @deffilv - 64.4K follower:

Foto: morgueFile

Latvijas Ciganu biedribas priek§sédétajs Normunds Rudeviés
plano piesaistit Eiropas Savienibas finanséjumu un Latvija izveidot
vismaz cetrus darba ciematus, pirmdien raksta "Diena".

Source http://www.delfi.lv/news/national/politics/latvijgrib-izveidot-vairakus-ciganu-darba-

ciematus.d?id=43882156

It is important that some media had made the eftofind out also the opinion of the
Roma community itself regarding the idea aboutndésl villages, without limiting
themselves only to the assessment provided by dtigola of the idea and some

experts.



Vai Cigani Latvija gribétu dzivot atseviSkos viniem bavétos
ciematos?

letaikt 2o rakstu u g n 0 n o Ed o
19. decembris 2013, 13:22 | Latvila

Autori: 4. studija, LTV raidjums

Lawvijas Ciganu biedribas priekisédetaja Normunda Rudevica ideja
par ipasiem ciematiem, kuros savrupi no pargjiem varétu dzivot un
stradat romu tautibas cilvéki Latvija, raisTjusi pamatigas diskusijas

sabiedriba. Arf paSu romu vidd viedokli dalas.

Source: http://www.Ism.Iv/Iv/raksts/latvija/zinas/vai-chigalatvija-gribetu-dziivot-atsevishkjos-
vinjiem-buvetos.a72611/

3) Introduction of a new initiative for Latvia— specially trained Roma
mediators — in regions of Latvia(9 publications/ news items and 4 TV/ radio
stories).

Examples:

Jelgava darbu saks romu mediators, kas uzlabos sazinu starp romiem un
iestadem
21. jolijs, 2014

www.]elgavasvestnesis.lv

Jalija Latvijas redionos darbu uzsak pieci
romu mediatori, kuru darbibas galvenais
uzdevums ir veicinat saikni un sadarbibu
starp romu kopienu un daZzadam
pasvaldibas un valsts institiicijam, ka ar1
vietéjo sabiedribu. Jelgava Sos
pienakumus pilda Jelgavas 4. sakumskolas
skolotajas palidze darba ar romu bérniem
Dana DidZus.

Romu mediatoru darbs ir Latvijai pilnigi

jauna iniciativa, kas tiek Tstenota Izglhtibas

iniciativu centra (II1C) projekta «Inteagracijas inkubators romu b&rnu un jauniesdu atbalstams,
k:3ds darbojas 4. sakumskol3, ietvaros.

Source:

http://www.jelgavasvestnesis.lv/page/9&news id=2B2jpage=7&action=vote archive&id=127




CIGANU APVIENOSANAI UN SOCIALIZESANAI
DARBOSIES MEDIATORI

Panthermedia/Scanpix

Source: http://lat2.mixnews.lv/Iv/eksluzivi/33071_ciganusd@nosanai-un-socializesanai-darbosies-
mediatori

Likewise, media extensively presented the everarisgd by the Society Integration
Foundation in 2014 on the International Roma Dawenvthe Roma Holocaust
victims were honoured by floating flowers in theugava River (9 publications/ news
items and 6 TV/ radio stories).

Examples:

Godinot romu holokausta cietusos,
Daugava palaiz ziedus. FOTO (25)
09.aprlis 2014 13:08

0 0 0 | o |
= wwweet | 89

Sviniga pasakuma palaizot Daugava ziedus un Mencendorfa nama atklajot izstadi
"Romi Latvija", otrdien Riga risinajas Starptautiskd romu diena. Ar 5im aktivitatém to
rikotaji censas pievérst sabiedribas uzmanibu Latvijas romu masveida iznicinasanai
Otra pasaules kara laika, ka arf ilgstosai romu diskriminacijai un tas iespéjamiem
risinajumiem.

B

SODIEN - STARPTAUTISKA ROMU DIENA

A o iegadi jasniedz idz 2. maijjam *** L.Straujuma: ja valdiba atbg

Romi Latvijas teritorija dzivo kop3 15.-16. gadsimta, un patlaban vigu kopiena ir aptuveni 8,3
toksto3i cilveku.

Source:  http://www.kasjauns.|v/Iv/zinas/150493/godinot-roimolokausta-cietusos-daugava-palaiz-
ziedus-foto




It is important to note that all the aforementiongslies were included on the media
agenda either because they were advanced by a iftial (for example, the issue
of closing Roma classes) or a community leader €icample, idea of establishing
Roma villages), or because at a certain time pr®j@ere implemented and informing
about particular activities is an indispensable parproject publicity (for example,
projects of the Society Integration Foundationhar €entre for Education Initiatives).
Thus, it can be concluded that if during the pemddnonitoring such initiatives or
projects had not been implemented, then media wbala paid attention to Roma
issues comparatively rarely and it would have deeited to separate culture events
(for example, M. Naumova’s musical performaf@mani Raor The Roma Night,
which was extensively reflected in media: more tH#nh articles/ news items in
national and regional media and at least 5 TV a$)ricrime news and reports by
international groups mentioning Roma among othestmolnerable groups.

In the monitoring period only some cases were ifledf when apart from
discussions about establishing Roma villages or &erfow education leveiedia
focused upon issues of Roma daily life or socialsises Thus, newspapéventas
Balss responding to residents’ complaints, tried tarifjla whether, indeed, Roma
children were the ones not letting their neighbolivs in peace:l believe that
people with different mentalities cannot live i ttame house,” Vicinska tells. She
believes that Roma do not talk among themselvéshowt, and that they never close
the door, bur regularly bang it. At night childrgyo roller-skating, ride bikes in the
corridor. At around midnight that's the only thirape can hear. “They have two
meter apartment, but they gallop one to anothes,wwlomen tell.” In winter disorder
in halls is the problem, but in warm weather windogannot be kept open because
children play below, and the noise is said to belerable.” (Megija Zakalovska,
~-Mana briviba beidzas tur, kurakas tava’, [My freedom ends, where yours begins.]
Ventas Balss, 03.07.2013).

Jekabpils’ newspapeBriva Daugava in turn, reports on a case, when LtdKabpils
udens” refused to install water pipe in two housdsbited by Roma families\We
were made to understand indirectly that Gypsieddcowt be trusted. | do not tell
fortunes, | do not beg, | earn my bread honestlykimg as a caregiver inékabpils
social service. My sister’s family and we hoped fivally we would be able to use
the services of water main and sewage, but nowthimgn We have understood that
the opinion prevails that Gypsiesn do without it, and that there are no guarantees
that we are going to use this service. | believat tihis is discrimination, judging
about a person by nationality(lnese Zone;Mums izdensvadu negrib ievilkt, jo esam
¢igani” [The do not want to install a water-pipe, because are Gypsies], Bra
Daugava, 24.01.2014).

Roma’s poor living conditions have been highlightdsio in the story about Mailo:
“All neighbours tell that Mailo has three childreide has started stealing rather
recently, when financial situation became worse..is & the house, where once
Mailuss used to live, now a woman with three cleifdlives here. “There’s no light.
No toilet, no water either. And they don't give rasidence declaration. (..) Children
are afraid. All kind coming at night, | do not op#re door, | don’t know, who they
are. The children are not going to school eitheneTteacher phoned me today, that
the child should go to school, how can he go tamsthf all kinds coming here at
night, bothering us,” Zanna, a resident of Slokallst” (Zanda Balode-Ozoladiailo

10



— vrietis, kur$ visu mzu dzvo bez dokumentigrfMailo, a man, who has been living
the whole of his life without documents] 05.09.2013accessible:
http://www.Ism.Iv/lv/raksts/cilvekstasti/zinas/maitviirietis-kursh-visu-muzhu-
dziivo-bez-dokumentiem.a64632/

«Mums Odensvadu negrib ieviikt, jo esam €igani»

24 lanvaris, 15:49, 2014 Znas 3 <1098

# Inese Zone

Sourcehttp://www.bdaugava.lv/zinas/mums-udensvadu-negiikt-jo-esam-cigani/

Though much less frequently than previously, nénebeiss media still foreground
Roma as offenders(for example, indicating in the headline of anickt and/ or
introductory text the ethnicity of the probableesftler), thus reinforcing the negative
perception existing in society of Roma as crimindlee commentaries published
below these news items prove it. If a person betan¢p another ethnic group has
committed a crime, then the probable nationalitythef offender most often is not
mentioned and both the police and the media inglicaty the gender and, sometimes,
the age. The trend to point to Roma as offendersbeaobserved also in 2015, when
at least 5 cases like this were identified. Incaltes the Latvian Centre for Human
Rights has contacted the portals or news ageneigsesting them to remove the
particular information from the title or referente the offender’s nationality in the
content. In all cases editorial offices have resigahto the request.

11



Examples:

Tris romi Ventspill aplaupa sirmgalvi
(43)

www DELFI v | 11 novembris 2013 12:49

W Follow @delfilv 84 4K folowe

Foto: PantherMedia/Scanpix

Ventspili par kdda sirmgalvja aplaupiSanu aizturéti tris romu
tautibas jauniesi, kuri jau iepriek$ nonakusi policijas redzesloka,
portalu "Delfi" informé&ja policija.

Sourcehttp://www.delfi.lv/news/national/criminal/tris-rorventspili-aplaupa-

sirmgalvi.d?id=43805036

Policija bridina par diviem romu tautibas

krapniekiem

darglietas. Policijai ir zinams, ka konkrétie krapnieki ir romu tautibas
liela auguma virietis un vidéja auguma sieviete, kas sava starpa runa
svesvaloda, bet upurus uzruna krievu valoda ar akcentu. Krapnieki

parvietojas zilas krasas automasina.

Sourcehttp://nra.lv/latvija/riga/120568-policija-bridingar-diviem-romu-tautibas-krapniekiem.htm

tRYyTb ¥ CMDAA: UbITaHE BbIKWABIBAIOT B MYCODHUEH

BHYTDEHHOCTH OBELL

B WTore MecTHeIg ®uTenn BoATCA UbIraH, HUETO HE X0YeT C HUMKU KDH¢H11KTDEIETI: - cebe A0poxe. MoHWmaA 3To

M JYBCTEYA CBOK 0B3HAKA3AHHOCTE, NHOOUTENN OBYWHKW NPOLOM#AKT CBO3NTE OTX0ALI B Gniekaiwni paiioH. 1

TakK yAe HECKONEKD NeT.

Sourcehttp://tv5.skaties.lv/zhut-i-smrad-tsyigane-vyikidgyut-v-musorniki-vhutrennosti-ovets/

Viabmierd pheker divias pomia virlebus, Kud Hegojds ar
molarehgiem

BNS
2015, gada 25. marta 19:19

@ m |
e La . ﬁ i !
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Source: tvnet.lv, 25.03.2015.

= RAKSTS | 3 KOMENTARI(5)

o | 0 in]

Valmier3, LimbaZu ield, garaZu kooperativa piekerti divi virie&i, kuri
tirgojas ar motorzagiem bez attiecigas atlaujas, pastistija Valsts policijas
'- Vidzemes regiona parvaldes parstave Sintija Virse.

Valmiera pieker divus virieSus, kuri tirgojas ar
motorzagiem

e
POPULARAKIE
RAKSTI

[

Zatlera memudro
nepatiesi fakti
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Even though media, possibly, thus want to warn bithats about danger, by
providing more or less accurate information abdteéralers (Roma, thus, different in
appearancé)

“We believe that the police, by revealing certa@atiires of the offender — “a
woman of Roma nationality” — has given to socidtg possibility to detect
and prevent possible threats coming from the cdaquerson®,

at the same time identification like this ascribeademnable behaviour to the whole
ethnic group. Human Rights Commissioner of the @duof Europe (CoE) Nils
Muiznieks has also underscoredAlthough the Roma are no more inclined to
criminal behavior than anybody else, media insistean mentioning ethnicity in
news reports gives credence to the myth that Rombyanature criminals. This is not
only false, but also dangerous as it risks heightethe already tense relations
between the Roma and the majority population adird&urope’® The Code of Ethics
of Journalists’ Association also provides: “2.7. jdurnalist shall abstain from
mentioning a person’s ethnic origin, nationalityrofession, political opinion,
religious beliefs or sexual orientation, if thesetails have no meaning in the
particular context, in particular, if reference gach facts might seem insultintf.”
Several international human rights and media osgdinins have also urged to abstain
from referring to nationality in news headlines dasgts, unless the nationality is of
essential importance in the context of the pariicelent. It is essential that also in
those cases, where the nationality has been irdidat the primary source of a news
item (in the cases mentioned in examples — the@plmedia have the obligation and
responsibility to assess the particular case amaitdish only that information, which
is of essential importance in the concrete event.

Case study:
On 2 July 2014 the Latvian Centre for Human Rigletseived a complaint from |a
leader of Roma NGO about an article publishedpoki.lvon 02.07.2014spoki.lv
“An Insurance Agent Murdered in Kandav#tie author of which, using a pseudonym
Laizietis, tells about a murder of a woman in the centre ahdava. The article ends
with the words: according to unofficial information, it is knownathit had been a
deaf-and-dumbGypsy ~ 25 years. | believe that this race/ speciesukhde
exterminated They have caused only problems for us!!!”

7 lIlze Sulmane, Sergejs Kruksgiecielbas izpausmes un iecieas veiciasana Latvifi, 75.Ipp.
accessiblehttp://cilvektiesibas.org.lv/site/record/docs/202A 3/neiec_laikr_txt.pdf

8 Answer to an application by the Latvian Centre Hirman Rights to an internet portal, in
which LCHR requested removing from the headline #xedcontent of a particular news item

the reference to the ethnicity of the possible raffs:

9 Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rightsi@QIrresponsible media reporting on Roma
propagates negative mytheccessiblehttp://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/irrespdohesi
media-reporting-on-roma-propagates-negative-mytie?itRedirect=true

10 |atvijas Zurnlistu asocicija, Etikas kodekss, accessibletp://www.latvijaszurnalisti.lv/etikas-
komisija/etikas-kodekss/
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The portal offers the pOSSIbI|Ity to report; howeuve can be used onIy by rglstered
users. Following a conversation with the editocimef of spokilv, this particular texi
was removed. On the following day the whole artweées also removed.

Are there positive practice examples?

Some cases should be mentioned as examples ofivpogiractice, when
individualised representatives of the Roma communyt tell the audience about
their life and their (the community’s) problems, making the reader delve deeper
into them, show differential or discriminating toeeent of concrete people or the
community in general, encountered in reality, beth@ps they, in their own practice,
have not experienced it. Publications like thegmiicantly expand the range of
sources (not relying solely upon opinion of expars various institutions), allowing
representatives of the group themselves defing greblems and to substantiate
them. Such stories create a better understanditigeofommunity’s the nature and
customs and of their impact upon actions of memlo¢rghe concrete group (for
example,“Our men are accustomed to women always being ahehoeverything
being in perfect order. Men dominate in the famitygy will never do household
chores — they will never sew or do the dishes. Thahy many Gypsy women are not
even considering the possibility of living the ki and going to work!?), as well as
make them reconsider some myths and generalisatiahdiave taken root in public
perception of Roma (for examplehout the power of Roma curses, about the mystical
abilities of this natiok). It is important that in these stories represtvea of the
Roma community are shown not solely in the contxtultural traditions (thus
reinforcing the widely spread positive stereotypattall Roma sing and dance

1 Raivis Bahsteins, Kkedite romiem kakl, Zemgales Zijas, 28.11.2013.
2 Dainis Krauklis,Ciganu lasta sgks — mistika vai realite?, 14.09.2013, accessible:
http://www.kasjauns.lv/lv/zinas/129753/romu-laspeks--mistika-vai-realitate
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beautifully) or criminal offences (thus affirminiget negative stereotypes prevailing in
society about Roma as thieves or drug dealers)nbedrious socio-economic roles —
as successful teachers, businessmen or lawyersamehactively involved in  public
activities alongside their everyday work.

Examples:

Falp Kristaps Kains, Dienasmady
Romu tautai nav viduscela ... Lasitakis zigas
Nepietiek laika izlasht zipu Iidz galam? *
Aulors: Knsfina Putncava, Déena. 2013.gada 14 okkbes 0700 mnmm-_-mﬂlﬂl
42 il - o | e =t elite. Masalska
o £a W= g0 roumi lielikais varopdarbs
PIEVIENOT = Praga es

"Jau berniba zinaju, ka vélos palidzet tautai,
no kuras vidus naku pati, - romiem. Lai to Tstenotu,
mérktiecigi ildindju savas zinas X l&ju un
iesaistijos arf Starptautiskds Romu apvienibas darba,”
atklaj Roksana Rudevica. Vina jau vairak neka divus
gadus ir jurista palidze Tiesibsarga biroja Tiesiskas
vienlidzibas nodald, kur strada pie romu dzives atkartotu Belavaka
uzlaboganas Latvija. Tacu $is tautibas cilvéku skaits | ﬁ;;ﬁﬁ'r;ﬁj:m?e
misu valsti pedéjos gados bitiski sarucis - 2011. gada skatijumu ns
tautas skaitiSana konstatéts, ka Latvija dzivoja mazliet
vairak neka sesarpus tikstosi romu, neskaitot tos,

Kuriem pasé preti tautibas ailftei raksfits "latvietis”.

Source: Krisina Putinceva, Romu tautai nav viduscgRoma people do not have the middle road to
take], 14.10.2013, accessiblgtp://www.diena.lv/latvija/zinas/romu-tautai-naiduscela-14028611

FOTO, VIDEO: Latvija
triller] zaudé
Francijai, bet noturas
B elité w73 oo

" Darzips: Ja
milsdiends kads

Macit citus - ta |r lpasa sajuta

M Jan uirlhu miEnedus Ventspily valars vidusshall
mifis b bilolugiju maen skolotijs DAINIS KRAUKLIS
(34 Vind shesmit guddu stridijis par pedagogn Rigos
kol un paralthi vada biedribu, kas motivé Gginu
biErnuy iegdt irglithu un lekfuanties sabiedriba. Arivigd
pats savas tautiba 3 ir sialdinies ar negativi attick-
i, tadu pailaik ir sajsmi par Ventapiti, savy darby
un cllvildem apldnt.
n—mjnn-v-q;unn- mans wicindjunat Saja protesijn
bbb o i g, s

ey I
um-—-.w bouplierma  dutifes ndcihe prickbmais i

anas i kolegian o a (o wanisheud pry rgimmeteiin setus

il e, b o ozl gude wosrfudiim S3ki o maiko

hl- Kol i mrvetar peno- dedortjs smare, 3 s ki
Arpaletgt un gt cvekl,  ssSdams.

RS Virend K i aniuta Bt prodesigat

g van eiks, ka kol vadu ity iy wuibhs wpeki, ki Arieds

dmcizme! Lo un bt Vermpile nmhum skatortia tarkd. Fie

il s ! e, ma, ka ey s A

CIL s, et phryAcies  lisserig: nodhit stlsmt 18 I pata

Source: Megija Zakalovska, adit citus — & ir ipaSa saijta [Teaching other — that's a special feeling],
Ventas Balss, 28.11.2014.
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. Nepleqesama vismaz pamata izglitiba - potencialajiem darbiniekiem
norada darba devéji Nodarbinatibas valsts agentiiras Jelgavas filialé
pieteiktajas vakances

nNovértéjot bérnu un veckku

VISVAIRAK - ILGSTOS0 BEZDARBNIEKU

VA pelgmens them
profesiondts gfitie. mr\!dl\.dmw praisnemyipeindy
pa b - 11, zembka par pamatizglivibe - 39, 2gitibas limeni
v eindiugi 17

nekida lield,«
atzict Bana Didius, romu sleviete
ar ugako rglitou un pastavt
By darbaviet, nMiseie ret urs
uridnl:mml npd dzive
40 ligsto jeki, 24 bez ahialas darb s
pusgadam, astoni - no pusgada bdz gadam,

nav pakartota darbdiens rit-
‘mam, kad ik ritu J4celas ar modi-
nétaia zvans,» ataist D.DidEus.
uuuuuuuuuuuuu

bl il o el oo 16 —snes

Source: Raivis Ba ste|hsa&ed'te romiem kalé [L|ke a chain around Roma necks], Zemgalegagj
28.11.2013.

Likewise,a programme “Roma in Latvia” in the cycle of programmes “Files of
Latvia”, produced by LNT, should be positively foregrouhdd3 minutes of the
programme give an insight into Roma history, c@tand traditions, which have been
practiced for centuries, as well as through stomésconcrete people created
awareness of the public attitude and the main ehgéls linked to education,
employment and social issues.

Latvijas faili

Cigani Latvija

Source: Latvijas faili,Cigani Latvija, [Files of Latvia. Gypsies in Latvia] 06.04.2018¢cessible:
http://www.tvplay.skaties.lv/parraides/latvijasii&io5477

Who speaks about these topics?

Analysis of articles and publications, as well &sT¥ and radio stories shows that
Roma issues predominantly are discussed by repetses of various state (Ministry
of Culture, Ombudsman’s Bureau, State Employmenengy, etc.) and local
government (city council, education board, socialviee, education institutions,
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police, etc.) institutions, as well as some NGO egtg working with Roma issues
(mainly, the Centre for Education Initiatives artte tLatvian Centre for Human
Rights). The heads of two Roma institutions aretroften speaking on behalf of the
Roma community — Normunds Raui¢s (Latvian National Society of Gyp§ulture)
and Dainis Krauklis (Association for Society Intagon Alternativas). In regional
media also Roma mediators working in Latvia, ad a®lrepresentatives of the Roma
community, living in various cities, express theginion more frequently than in the
national media.

What designations are used?

The main issue leading to discussions both amongngdists and Internet
commentators is*Which term to use — Gypsies or Roma?”In some cases
journalists begin an interview or a story with thjsestion. Thus both terms are used
in media publications/ stories, sometimes togetiperhaps to avoid unnecessary
misunderstandings. Even though representativefieicommunity themselves note
that the majority call themselv&dypsiesand that in everyday conversations and in
media both terms can be used, at the same timealseyadmit thaRomasounds
more neutral and that over time the simple folk eaf®ypsies” has become
unpleasant and offensive.

Examples:

Kapéc agrak teica “cigani”, bet tagad jasaka “romi"?

Wi

Normunds Rudevics: ""Romi” ir mdsu tautas starptautiskais nosaukums. VEsturiski Latvija Sigani nav

tikusi diskrimingti, znemot nacistu okupadias laiku, kad midsu tauta stipri cita holokausta.

Par vardu “¢igans” Latvija neapvainojas, o vardu lietoja arf mans tévs dzejnieks Karls Rudavits. Bet
pasi més satiekoties nesaucam sevi par Siganiem, bet noskaidrojam — esi roms vai neesi. Varda “cigana”
variacijas ir lamuvards, piem&ram, Balkanu rediona. Tapéc, kops Latvija ir Eiropas Savieniba, ar pie
mums vairak tiek lieto vardu “romi”.”

Deniss Kretalovs: “Petnieki lieto politkorekto "Roma”, ka tauta sevi pati deéve starptautiski. Ja nav
negativa konteksta, var teikt arm "&igani™.
Source: Dace Kokareta, Mudina mcities ne viertiganu kernus, bet arveakus, [Encouraging not

only Roma children, but also Parents to Learn] #2014, accessibléttp://www.la.lv/kam-tev-skola-
jastrada-%E2%80%A9/

“We have Gypsy Society in Riga. Even though expertsthnic issues tell us that, in
principle, it has a slightly negative tinge to nicithat's why it would be more correct
to call Gypsies Roma. Well, in any case, be thepsi®y or Roma, the story about
their own thoughts on it, about how to call thendamow they should live, is

interesting.”

Source: 4. studija, Vaigani Latvija grib davot atsevigos vigiem hivétos ciematos?, [Do the Gypsies
in Latvia want to live in separate villages, pweduilt for them?] 19.12.2013, accessible:
http://www.Ism.lv/lv/raksts/latvija/zinas/vai-chigalatvija-gribetu-dziivot-atsevishkjos-vinjiem-
buvetos.a72611/
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Vai romiem jeb €iganiem ir vienadas iespégjas?

’“ PiecilV
4 6 165 142 skatijumi
+ Pievienot <: Kopigot = Vairdk I‘ 0 ,' 0

Publicé3anas datums: 2014. gada 9. apr.
Cilvektiesibu centra eksperte Sigita Zankovska Odina par romu jeb €iganu taufibas izglfiTbas aizkulisém: slikts ekonomiskais stavoklis,
tradicijas, skolu iespgjas un uzmanibas trikums skolas nosaka to, ka no 1000 bérniem tikai 29 iet vidusskola.

Source: Pieci.lv, Vai romiem jebciganiem ir vieradas iespjas?, 09.04.2014, accessible:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtYP9ee9300&list=6prkkAhRq3hzO4hKQFRGw

Arajs 27.02.2014, 04:37 | Finot redakcijai
MNu re,nav nemaz tik griiti figZnus saukt par figaniem, ka tas izsenis darts.
Vienbrid bij paradijudies kadi tur mistiski romi.

uzspeélésu!

ja tie ir Cigani tad nav ko te pleterét par kaut kadiem ROMIEMICIGANS
IR UN PALIEK CIGANS IBASTA!

14 0

The questionhow media in their material designate representaties of the Roma
community that they interview, is also important, for example, whether only the
name, surname, position is used (for exampgigh Commissioner of the
International Romani Union Normunds Rudswr “Mareks Igants, who serves as a
minister in a number of Lutheran congregations iarzéme and also works at the
Talsi primary school ..J ... or some kind of designation that characterites
person is added. However, in those cases, whemgbsir have chosen not to
characterize a person in greater detail (for exapiflamona — illiterate” or “Dana
Didzus, a Roma woman with higher education and empeent job™d), it is
important to consider, why exactly this designai®aosed (what its importance in the
context of the particular publication/ story is amidat they want to say by it), whether
the designation is not offensive to the personwhether the journalist would use this
designation when speaking about those belongitgstown group.

Examples:

neprat lasit un rakseit

P.S. This picture was used as an illustration foorcrete publication.

13 Raivis Bahsteins, Kk&dite romiem kakl, Zemgales Zias, 28.11.2013.

18



Source: 4.studija, 38 gadu vecumeprot lag un audzina &nus bez gimaam, [Aged 38, unable to
recad and brings up her children without books] @®014, accessible:
http://www.lsm.lv/Iv/raksts/latvija/zinas/analfalmhs.a97590/

So atzinu apstiprina arf Mareks Ignats, kuré vairakas Kurzemes luteranu draudzes kalpo par maciaju un
strada ar Talsu pamatskold, macot kristigo macdbu un vadot interesu izgitibas pulcinu gitarspélg.
Source: Dace Kokareta, Mudina mcities ne viertiganu kernus, bet arveakus, [Encouraging not

only Roma children, but also Parents to Learn] 002014, accessibléttp://www.la.lv/kam-tev-
skola-jastrada-%E2%80%A9/

Kad ciganu tautibas magstrs ar
cetrim augstika@dm zghtibim Daimis
Kraukhs saka stradat Ventsmli, vinam
sakuma piedavija istabinu kopmitnés.
Liels bya vina parsteigums, kad ko-
mendante atteica vina istabu, jo esot
izdibindjusi, ka vins ir ¢igans, tapéc
vinam vispirms esot jaaptauja citu
istabinu lemitnieki, vai vini bisot ar
mieru, ka viniem kaiminos dzivo
Clgans.
Source: Mra Gfinberga, Naida runa — cik aktutas ir Ekabpili, misu dieas?, [Hate speech — how
topical is it in &kabils in our times?] Jaunaisstnesis, 05.09.2014.

What kind of headlines and visual images are used?

The headline, introductory text, image and musithefmaterial are the first to attract
a reader’s or the viewer’s/ listener's attentioh,tlee same time also forming the
emotional subtext. A journalist uses these to ettes extensive public attention as
possible, thus often forgetting to consider, whethe chosen headline, introductory
text or the images used are appropriate for théecoof the prepared materidlhe
media news headlinegell us that” I[eicanckux oemeit nomecmam 6 unxyoamop”
(Gypsy children will be placed in incubators. Adimdly, the media headline is
derived from a title of the project that the mediéscribes — “Integration Incubator for
the Support of Roma Children and Youth"yKyms u cmpao: yvieane evikuowvisarom

6 mycopruxu eHympennocmu oeey” (Terror and Stench: Gypsies Throw Sheep
Intestines into Waste Containers), even thoughherfdllowing day the media outlet
is no longer convinced that Gypsies are to blame tfos: “ Tax xkmo orce
evibpacwieaem 6 mycopruxu dynyuemca enympennocmu osey?”’* (Who, after all, is
throwing sheep intestines in Jaunciems waste qoams?”), as well asAt l/suciems
Prison Roma Inmates will be Learning Human Comnatigo Skills™®,

Examples:

1 Sourcehttp://tv5.skaties.lv/tak-kto-zhe-vyibrasyivaet-wisorniki-yauntsiemsa-vnutrennosti-ovets/
15 Gatis Kristovskis, [guciema cieturm romu tauibas iesloditas macisies cilgcigas saskarsmes
iemapas, LETA, 03.03.2015.
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LLbIFaHCI{MX ,E!GTE.‘M NOMECTHAT B unyﬁaTop ) 2 |

(2 Pacneuarars cToaHiLy

Hazeanun HEEOTOPBIX «HOBOMOOHLIX: NPOSKTOB HE NepeCTaiT YAWBNATE. |1 He ToNBKD AHOGENA, TaK
CKa3aTk, He WCKVLIEHHBIX. Ho u NPWBEIYHYH KO BCEMY Npeccy, W He MeHee NoJgHaTopeBLUWX B
EBPOKaHUENAPCHAX DEDPUTEIX YHHOBHWEOB.

’ Ha 3707 pas AenyTatam ropoyMel NMPeiCcTONT paccMoTpeTs Bonpoc of yuacTn Jayraenunca kak
OgHOro W3 naptHepoE B npoekte  allHkyBatop wHTErpauwM ANA  NOADEpHKM  ASTEll M MONOAEXM  POMCKON
HAUNOHENEHOCTHS.

Sourcehttp://www.grani.lv/daugavpils/40055-cyganskih-defmmestyat-v-inkubator.html

HYTb H CMPaA: UbifaHeé BbIKWALIBAKOT B MYCODHHKH
IIIIHTIIEIIHIIBTH lllls'-ll

11.06.14 IMNM ;_,. C wF TBuTHYTE | O

Ha npoTAXeHun HECKONGRIX NET XUTENN J0MOB Ha
nepexpectke ynuy FafineHo n AyHunema ratee
BhIHY#eHbl TepreTs cMpan. Poil MyX Hag MycOpHEIMAN
KOHTEHEpaMi BEETCA He CAYYaiiHO — CPeay Pa3niyHbIX
OTXO/0B MECTHEDX HUTENEH B UeDHLIX MELLKAX UaCTo
FHUROT W pA3NararoTcA KULIKW oBel. KTo ux cioaa
BbIDpackIBaET W 33KOHHC Ak 370, BRIACHAN «lpumuHan+s

Ha TenekaHans TBA.

Cnseza Mempoea, Kpumuran+
Sourcehttp://tv5.skaties.lv/zhut-i-smrad-tsyigane-vyikidgyut-v-musorniki-vhutrennosti-ovets/
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Ka kedite romiem kakla

wHtpth'uim: pamata izglitiba - potenclatajiem darbinieksem
mogada darba deswd]l Nodarbinktibas valsts agentinas jelgavas filass
pieteiktajds vakanois

Source: Raivis Bahsteins,akKkedite romiem kakd, [Like a chain around Roma necks ]Zemgales
Zinas, 28.11.2013.

=== pauls Bankovskis: Eita
ciganos, eita negeros
re rm

Sourcenhttp://satori.lv/iraksts/6223/Pauls Bankovskis/Eiiganos _eita_negeros

However, the visual presentationis more expressive than headlines of materials;
these are images and TV material, which, irrespelstiof the content of the material,
most often depict Latvian Roma as people dressedagnificent costumes, singing
and dancing, or, quite to the contrary, impoverisheople, sitting around a fire or
living in slums. And it is of no importance, whethilhe material is about Roma
education problems or the idea to establish Romlages. This approach can be
observed, in particular, in Internet portals and, Wiereas printed media most often
use photos taken by themselves or real sceneslfatvia. Pictures/ videos with horse
carts and suspicious looking men in sweatpantsatse indispensable. Likewise,
media (TV in particular) favour scenes from thegteeformances. In view of the fact
that the Latvian Roma community is not visually stahding in everyday life and
they do not wear traditional Roma costumes, therir@t media and TV, to create a
more vivid impression and to attract the attentbémeaders/ viewers, most often use
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photos or flmed materials produced by foreign nagencies. It must be noted that
in some cases media use the same photos to iteistracles with different content.
By this a media outlet not only distorts the exigtreality, but also creates a reader’s
and viewer’'s emotional subtext (fear, dislike, joist to the contrary, reinforces the
belief that Roma know nothing else, but how to sind dance).

Examples:

J FLV Player

Source: PBK Ra zinas, Tiethsargs pieprasaggjt Ventspils vakara vidusskol&manu klases, [PBK
Morning news. The Ombudsman demands closure of Yoglasses at Ventspils Evening Secondary
School] 04.07.2013.

Valmiera atklas Resursu centru ¢iganu
bérniem (8)

31.oktobris 2014 18:36
T 1
0 0 0 e 0 |
W Tweet 8+

Valmiera piektdien, 31.oktobri, tiks atklats Resursu centrs romu bérniem un jauniesiem,
informéja Valmieras pasvaldibas parstave Laura Moca.

Sourcehttp://www.kasjauns.lv/lv/zinas/169619/valmieralatkresursu-centru-ciganu-berniem

The same photo has been used also to illustrd¢astttwo articles in the same portal
and one article in Tvnet.lv (see the last picture):
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Ciganiem Latvija vélas veidot ipasus darba Ciganu lasta spéks — mistika vai realitate?

ciematus (35) wn
14 seplembris 2013 06 15

09 decembris 2013 10.23

79 1 o |

20 0 o | o
vE 81
AT S o | a2 iyt ke
< Muzikanti, dancotdji, klejotaji, zirgu pazinéji, brivie dabas bémi, viltnieki, blézi, savu ipaso
Starpteutiskis Remu apvienibas sugstiials komisire, Letviss Cighnu beditbes Iradiciju piekopéji, pardabisko lietu parzingji, zZil8taji, pestelotsji - tads ir cauri gadsimtiem
. Normunds iEs e ladriem jusi Latvija veidot romu darba pasaules valstim izveidojies priek$stats par romiem jeb, ki ierastak teikt, iganiem.

W Tauta, uz kuru no laiku laikiem raugés ar aizdomam, kura visas pasaules valstis ir tik

pazistama un atikiriga, ka reizé izsauc gan noliegumu, gan zipkari.
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P&déjos gados romu laufibas cilveku skaits Latvia ir samazinajies

B IlaTBUM NOABATCA LUbIraHCKWE NOCENKH
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Biedriba: romi ir viena no visvairak diskriminacijai
paklautajam grupam Latvija

‘ = RAKSTS I L GaLERuA B KOMENTARI (73} A LELEKS|MAZAKS 28 SAZIN

POPULARAKIE
RAKSTI

Ar ko bEglu bérns labaks
par lahieSu? Begli Latija
sanem 7 reizes lielaku

summu

Fota: RIA Novesti/Scanpix

BNS
2014. gada 8. aprTi 13:05
W Follow @tvnet portals | 429K fnl\uwe_rs Dienvidkoreja:

Source: http://www.tvnet.lv/zinas/latvija/505001-
biedriba_romi_ir_viena_no_visvairak diskriminacijpaklautajam_grupam_latvija

A reader of the portal has also recognised thigipcas being incompatible with the
content of the news item:

Pret diskriminaciju

2014. £ 8. aprill 1518

TWNET - §ada rakstu ilustréjoda bilde neglaimo romu tautibas cilvEkiem un jds ar 5o bildes izvéli
turpiniet veicinat negativo un neuzticigo attieksmi pret romiem.
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B IlatBuu co3ganyT TpyOoBkle
nocesikyM ans ubiraH (91)

s DELFL | & askabpr 2013, 08:25 CIGANU APVIENOSANAI UN SOCIALIZESANAI
DARBOSIES MEDIATORI

W Follow @rusdelfi_lv | 3,621 follower

Foto: DELFI Reporter Pantherm ec‘fia;’Scahpix

e AktyaneHo

LibiraHckas oOLWecTBEHHOCTb
BbICTYyNnaeT 3a co3fjaHue
oTAenNbHLIX NOCENKOB [
Rus.db.Iv, 18 uona 2013 2. 11:43

WHTerpauma poMoB B bnuxanwee BpeMs,

BOIMOKHO, BEIMET HA HOBLIN YPOBEHL: MaBa
7 HopmyHa
o

b/ YRR CTIpaAF
CO30AHMM OTHENEHEIX CEf, T4 ULITaHe CMOTyT
WHTE M TPYAUTLCA, coobutaeT Lsm.lv. Mpu atom
OH yMon4an o HewsDexHON NPy Takom
NONOKEHUH [N Cerperaliii ULIraH, KOTopan ux
MHTETPaUKK B NGTBMACKOE ODWECTBO TOYHO
HUKAK HE NOMOKET.

A picture with a horse cart illustrates at leastrfdifferent articles:
e Researcher: Roma in Latvia want to become involveol to become
integrated, accessibléttp://www.lsm.lv/Iv/raksts/latvija/zinas/petnieksmi-

latvija-velas-nevis-integreties-bet-gan-iesaistti8 780/

e Media: the Swedish police has set up “a Gypsy tedis accessible:
http://www.Ism.Iv/Iv/raksts/arzemes/zinas/medijiearijas-policija-
izveidojusi-chiganu-regjistru.a65996/

e Scandal with regard to Roma register investigatedSweden, accessible:
http://www.Ism.lv/Iv/raksts/arzemes/zinas/zviediiganekle-romu-regjistra-
skandalu.a66518/

e EU states consider implementing united policy talsaRoma, accessible:
http://www.Ism.Iv/Iv/raksts/arzemes/zinas/es-valstpsver-ieviest-vienotu-
politiku-pret-romiem.a76270/
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What does society think?

Public opinion polls show that Roma is among themaetal groups that are subject
to public prejudices the mosEurobarometerdata show that 64% of Latvia’s
inhabitants recognise that the Roma is a group emple subject to the risk of
discrimination and that society would benefit framegrating Roma better (54%).
However, assessing the effectiveness of measurastégrating Roma that have been
implemented in the state (in the fields of educgtibealth care, housing and
employment), the majority of Latvia’s inhabitants 89% have noted that the
measures implemented thus far have not been e#eastihereas 26% have assessed
these as being moderately effective. 8% of respusdbold the opinion that no
efforts have been made in Latvia in this field. Ewbhough for the majority of
Latvia’s inhabitants (48%) it would be acceptalbldheir children had Roma children
as classmates, nevertheless a comparatively langder of respondents (26%) have
admitted that such practice would not be acceptfable

A survey of inhabitants of Riga shows that 3.8%nbfbitants of Riga would agree to
be in contact with Roma, up to being close relative marriage; 6.5% — as a close
friend; 19.5% — as neighbours; 5.7% as a colleagueork place; 43.8% — as a
permanent resident of the state; 9.8% — as a toWdkereas 10.2% consider that
Roma should not be admitted into the state, bi#Gc@uld not provide an answer to
the questiort!

Analysis of comments added to the publicationsdeadhe conclusion that these are
predominantly negative and full of stereotypes, inblequently balancing on the fine
line between the freedom of speech and hate sp&&sly. often comments are not
linked to the content of the particular materialf fust express a general negative or
offensive opinion. Sometimes references to folkgsoare used. However, it must be
admitted that in these comments also cases areveldsevhen readers are looking for
counter arguments (mentioning their own experiente)refute the negative
assessment and judgements. Commentators have sdsgsad as positive those
publications, which had been prepared by repregseasaof the Roma community
themselves, or which had told not about generablpros that Roma encounter, but
about concrete individuals and their experience.

Examples?®:

e antkigans 19.07.2014, 18:02 [anti-gypsy]
No support for those giaours, they are everywheyavay, like pestilence.

e KNIPINA 22.07.2014, 04:59

16 Firopas Komisija (2012. gada novembii¥kriminicija ES 2012. gag@l Accessible:
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/8B8_fact Iv_Iv.pdf

17 SKDS, Sabiedbas integicija Riga. Rigas iedwotaju aptauja. 2014. gada maijs. Accessible:
http://www.iksd.riga.lv/upload_file/Sports_pieviei@0 2014/09 2014/Atskaite_Riga_IKSD 052014

.pdf
8 n all comments the original spelling has beeninetd, including style and grammar mistakes.
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Hello to everybody read your comments, and | tell y myself am a Gypsy and it is

disgusting to read. | have worked in one job foryg@rs, | have a Latvian neighbour, and |
have not seen a greater swine then her, drunkded, tery disorderly, does not use the toilet,
goes in the shower, and now think is it only Gypsikat have like that? Young people
passing the house, decide they want to pee, takthew things and let it go right there and
that is normal and, Latvians, do not throw all Ggpdogether.

e neroms 19.07.2013 20:39 [Non-Roma]

"... to build several Gypsy villages, where repraatives of this nation could live and
successfully integrate in society” — burst my sildeghing.

1. NEVER have | seen ANY working Gypsy

2. Gypsies are vagabonds, have never lived irpartecular place, except if they can steal
there non-stop.

3. Express my deepest condolences to people limidpdona region. Together with that
crazy gang of savages their life will be worse thah.

e Jelgavnieks 19.07.2013 21:09 [Man from Jelgava]
neroms 19.07.2013 20:39 [Non-Roma]

"... to build several Gypsy villages, where repraatives of this nation could live and
successfully integrate in society” - burst my siteabhing.

1. NEVER have | seen ANY working Gypsy

You are talking total nonsense. There is a Gypagmbra in Jelgava, and many work. | don'’t
know, if all of them do, it seems — not.

But if a ghetto will be made for them, this willtoe their integration but separation. And
then they will have the opportunity to lament abdigtrimination and demand money from
Europe for being “victims”. It seems that thishe fplan.

e Vards [Name]
A Gypsy taught me
His wise advice
Trade horses in markets,

Steal lambs in bushes!
e eitunost! [get lost!]
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Gypsies only want to steal and make children. Thtteir so-called culture, and then money
should be given and houses should be built for thWirere does such parasitizing has come
from!

e maris

To train the Gypsies to work and not to steal ésgame as to train a lion in a forest to
be a herbivore, and a hare to be a carnivore.

e 09.12.2013 10:28

The only thing that they are going to produce thdd®UGS. And pack them in small bags...
And after having sold them, they will sing-and-danand make merry, most probably,
together with you, esteemed politicians, becausewill sing-and-dance and make merry,
counting the EU money that will land in your pocket Don't take us as being such idiots.
We are still alive and not totally degraded.

[l ma 22asrycra 2013r. 17:11

Nobody hinders them from learning and working ndynd& here are entrepreneurs, athletes,
police officers among the Gypsies. No one hindeesn, if you are honest, go and work, but
they don’t want to.

susis16.09.2013 23:21

This article has been copied from the magazineiéBatzve”. The article is good, shows
how the things have been put into order, but neitglaThe author of the article — an
intelligent person, with excellent education, indleeot only Roma, but also Latvians and
Russians could take him as model! It is easy tdtleeh nationality! But to be excellent, to
prove oneself, that's the level. The author ofdahele succeeded in it! Thank you!
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Appendix:

Diversity test or self-assessment questions regandj compatibility of the
prepared material (for example, an article, a story with the principles for
promoting diversity.

e Does the prepared material express my personamgssuns, stereotypes or
prejudices regarding the issues, stories, peopé®aal groups, about which |
created the story/ article/ material or those @xgsin society?

e Aren’t my questions worded in a biased way, asatewy my own or societal
prejudices, am | not trying to find answers thatgoconfirm this opinion?

e Doesn't the information provided make rash gensasilbns, for example, by
ascribing concrete actions or negative individweldviour to the whole social
group?

e Do | refer to ethnic affiliation, race, age, gendéisability, religion, sexual
orientation and other features, using it as a meéaidentification, even it is in
no way related to the narrative?

e Do | assess, before referring to particular featumhether belonging to a
concrete group is an essential information in th&ext as a whole?

e Have the interviewees been chosen because theycampetent in the
particular issue or because they would attracatitkence’s attention?

e Am | aware that a person, even being a very goperexcannot be competent
in all issues?

e Does the prepared material talk about the interestall stakeholders and
comprise the opinion of all parties, also reflegtolivergent opinions within
the group?

e Did | allow representatives of social groups thdwes to define their
problems and provide their reasoning? Are represests of these groups
“the objects” or “the subjects” of the prepared enia?

e Am | able to perceive the statements by the intsvees from their position,
understand their vision, without judging it fromethvantage point of my
opinion?

e Isn’t the prepared material a look from the vantagit of only one culture?

e Have | tried to find new information sources and dpalyse not only
consequences, but also causes?

e Does the headline, introductory text, images andiemused are appropriate
for the content of the prepared material?

e Am | aware of the power and emotional subtext efithages, words, sounds
and music that | have selected in preparing thenad®

e Do | dedicate sufficient amount of time for facecking?

e Do | verify, whether | use accurate terminology; é&xample, in designating
groups (does the group use and choose this a then talking about itself) or
processes?

e Would | have prepared the material in a similar ahput “my own” people
or those belonging to my group?
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e Am | aware that the material prepared by me wifluence not only the
audience’s opinion, but also the lives of peoplevamnin the material?
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