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International conference

Detention of asylum seekers and alternatives to detention: experiences from the Central, Eastern and Northern European countries
15-16 December 2011

Riga

Venue: „MONIKA CENTRUM HOTELS”
Elizabetes Street 21 (hall „GLORY”, 1st Floor)


Project „Steps to Freedom. Monitoring detention and promoting alternatievs to detention of asylum seekers in Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Slovakia and the Czech Republic”

Project co-funded under the European Refugee Fund
15 December

9:00 – 9:15 – Registration of participants
9:15 – 9:30– Welcome: introduction to the conference 
Anhelita Kamenska, Acting Director, LCHR 
Pia Prytz Phiri, Regional Representative, UNHCR Regional Office for the Baltic and Nordic Countries 
9:30 – 10:50 – Panel 1 – Setting the scene
This panel session will provide an overview of the existing international and European legal framework concerning detention of asylum-seekers and migrants. It will examine emerging legal obligations and practice around alternatives to detention with a particular focus on the EU acquis and recent development at ECtHR level
Chair : Svetlana Djackova, project co-ordinator, LCHR
Speakers:

· International Legal Framework on Alternatives to Detention, Jean-Etienne Kautzmann, UNHCR Representation to the European Institutions 
· Grant Mitchell, International Detention Coalition (video presentation)
· Vladimir Tochilovsky, OHCHR, Working group on arbitrary detention
10:50 – 11:15  –  Discussion

11.15 – 11.45 – Coffee break
11.45 - 13.15 – Panel 2 – Critical overview of detention practice in the region – the legal dimension (I)
This panel session will provide an overview of legal and procedural safeguards (or lack thereof) available in a selected range of countries. The session will highlight concrete issues with regards to detention in a context of access to a territory and pre-removal procedures. In particular, it will look at arbitrary detention practice and issues surrounding excessive duration of detention.
Chair: Zuzana Stevulova, the Human Rights League, Slovakia
Speakers:
· Daphné Bouteillet-Paquet, expert, presentation of the comparative perspective

· Perspective from the Czech Republic, Martin Rozumek, the Organisation for Aid to Refugees, Czech Republic
· Prespective from Latvia, Svetlana Djačkova, LCHR
13:15 – 13:45 - Discussion
13:45 – 15:00 - Lunch

15:00 – 16:30 – Panel 3 - Critical overview of detention practice in the region – the human dimension (II)
This panel session will provide a brief overview of detention conditions in the countries of concerns. It will focus on the damaging effects of detention on the physical and mental health of  asylum-seekers and migrants
Chair: Svetlana Djačkova, LCHR
Speakers:
· Presentation of DEVAS project, Christoph Hermann, Jesuit Refugee Service Sweden
· Perspective from Lithuania, Egle Samuchovaite, Lithuanian Red Cross Society
· Perspective from Hungary Grusa Matevzic, Hungarian Helsinki Committee
16:30 – 17:00 – Discussion 
17:30 – 18:30 – STF Project coordination meeting

19:00 – Dinner (Restaurant Gutenbergs, Doma laukums 1, see a map).
16 December
9:30 – 11:00 – Panel 4 - Alternatives to Detention – Obstacles and way forwards
This panel session will highlight practical difficulties with regards to implementing alternatives to detention in the region. On the basis of national seminars held within the framework of the project ‘Steps to Freedom’, partner organisations will present current proposals debated in order to develop such alternatives. Representatives from Nordic countries will introduce best practice and successful pilot initiatives.
Chair: Martin Rozumek, the Organisation for Aid to Refugees, Czech Republic
Speakers
· Alice Edwards, Division of International Protection, UNHCR (video presentation)

· Perspective from Sweden, Niclas Axelsson, Swedish Migration Board  

· Perspective from Slovakia, Mirka Mittelmannova, the Human Rights League 
· Perspective from Estonia, Kristi Toodo, Jaan Tõnissoni Instituut
11:00 – 11:30 – Coffee break 
11:30 – 12:30 – Discussion

12:30 – 14:00 - Lunch

14:00 – 15:30 Concluding discussion: challenges and prospects for development of alternatives to detention
Speakers
· Igor Ciobanu UNHCR Regional Representation for Central Europe
· Eva Ehnertova, representative of the Supreme Administrative Court, Czech Republic
· Andris Strauts, The chairperson of the Latgale Regional court, Latvia
· Representative of the State Border Guard, Latvia (TBC)

· Lithuanian official (TBC)

· Egle Samuchovaite, Lithuanian Red Cross Society 

· Svetlana Djackova, project co-ordinator, LCHR
